Е.А.: 
А-п: 
Е.А.: 
А-п: 


THE TASK OF A PHILOSOPHUS 


Honored Archon, what does the Throne of the West symbolize? 

(rises) Increase of darkness and decrease of light. 

Your duties? 

I preside over the twilight and darkness which encompass us in the absence of the sun of life 
and light. I guard the gate of the West. I assist in the reception of the candidate; and I 
superintend the subordinate officers in the execution of their duties. 


The following is the minimum required to advance from the grade of 4=7 to 
the grade of 4=7 Senior. At least three months must pass between these 
grades. The Portal grade may only be conferred at the summer or winter 
solstice. 


1. 
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Continue the daily performance of the Greater Water Ritual апа the 
associated practices as described in the 3=8 instruction. Record the 
results of this and all other practices in your journal. 


Demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the examining Chief, the Ritual of 
the Flaming Cube. Note in your Journal the experiences derived from 
this ritual. 


Meditate on the various verses of the Chaldean Oracles, recording the 
results. The Ritual of the Flaming Cube should be used in conjunction 
with these meditations. From this, select a minimum of three of the 
meditations to hand in at the time of your exam. 


During this period, give the Sign of a Philosophus when performing 
the daily salutations. 


Pass the written and oral examinations on the Knowledge Lecture. 
The oral portion must be taken, without references, in the presence of 
a Chief. Do not submit this examination until you have 
completed all other tasks. 


4=7 Knowledge Lecture 
The Azoth Lecture 


1. Azoth is a word formed from the initial and final letters of the Latin, 


Greek and Hebrew alphabets: A, Z, Alpha and Omega, Aleph and Tav, 
thus: 


А Z OOTH: А 2 МУП 


It is used with many any variant meanings by alchemical writers, but its 
general significance is ‘Essence; Beginning and End; the Astral Light 
wherein are the elements and the philosophical Mercury extracted from 
the sun.’ 


2. The Cross with equal arms usually represents the equation of the 
elements. In the planetary symbols, this cross signifies also corrosion, or 
resolution into component parts. 


З. Arikh Anpin (10000000000). Масгоргоѕориѕ, or Vast Countenance, is а 
Qabalistic title of Kether, the first Sephirah. It is known also as Аиша 
Yomin (0000000000), the Ancient of Days. 


Arikh Anpin is conformed into Chokmah and Binah, Father and Mother, 
Ab (0) and Aima (0000). 


These two, united, are Elohim (00000), and are the parents of Zauir Апр 
(0000000000), Microprosopus, the Lesser Countenance. Zauir Anpin is known 
also as ПШ, the essential being of the entire human race, as ІШ, Melek, the 
King, and as Ben (1), the Son. 


To Zauir Anpir, are attributed the six Sephiroth: Chesed, Geburah, 
Tiphareth, Netzach, Hod and Yesod. Of these, the special Sephirah 
attributed to Zauir Anpin, or the Sephirah in which Melek Adam, the 
Son, is seated, is the sixth Sephirah, Tiphareth. 


4. Malkah (ШШ), the Queen, and Kallah (11), the Bride, are titles of Malkuth, 
considered as the spouse of Microprosopus. 


5. The four letters of ШШ, Tetragrammaton, are thus attributed: 


І to Chokmah, or Ab, the Supernal Father; 
П to Binah, ог Aima, the Supernal Mother; 
0 to Zauir Anpin, Microprosopus; 

П final, to Malkuth. 


(See diagram on next page.) 


These letters are referred also to the four worlds, and to the four suits of 
Tarot: 
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Atziluth Wands Fire 
Briah Cups Water 
Yetzirah Swords Air 

(f) Азѕѕіаһ Pentacles Earth 
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6. 


In each of the four worlds are the ten Sephiroth of that world, and each 


Sephirah has its own ten Sephiroth, making 400 Sephiroth in all -- the 
number of the letter Tav, the Cross, the Universe, the Completion of all 


things. 


7. The Secret Names of 


the four worlds are: 


Atziluth: Aub (iJ) 72 
Briah: Seg (0) 63 
Yetzirah: Mah (ІП) 45 
Assiah: Ben (0) 52 


They are the totals of the numbers of the letters of Tetragrammaton, when 


spelled in full in the four 


worlds, as follows: 


Atziluth: 00 000 00 000 Total: 72 
Briah: 00 000 00 000 0000000 63 
уешгаћ: Ш 000 00 000 0000000 45 
Assiah: 00 00 00 000 000000: 52 
8. Each of the twenty-two connecting paths of the Tree of Life (the paths of 
the twenty-two Hebrew letters) represents the equilibrium of the two 
Sephiroth it joins. 
9. The arrangement of the ten Sephiroth, as given in the Sepher Yetzirah, 
or Book of Formation, is as follows: 
1) Kether (10) Ruach Elohim SPIRIT 
2) Chokmah (0000) Aveer (0000) AIR 
3) Binah (0000) Maim (000) WATER, 
and Eretz (000) EARTH 
4) Chesed (000) Aesh (1) FIRE 
These four constitute the tetrad of the elements. 
5) Geburah (00000) HEIGHT 
6) Tiphareth (00000) EAST 
7) Netzach (000) SOUTH 
8) Ноа (000) NORTH 
9) Yesod (0000) DEPTH 
10) Malkuth (0000) WEST 


These six constitute the 


hexad of the dimensions of space, symbolized by 


the Cube of Balanced Forces. 


10. The ten Sephiroth are thus united into Seven Palaces: 
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11. Тће Calvary Cross of Twelve Squares, the Admission Badge of the 
twenty-ninth path of Qoph, refers to the zodiac, and to the eternal River 


of Eden, divided into four heads: 


Nahar (000) - The River 


1) Hiddekel (ІШІ) 
2) Pison (00000) 

3) Gihon (00000) 
4) Phrath (000) 
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12. Тће Cube of Balanced Forces, the Admission 
twenty-eighth path of the letter Tzaddi, refers 
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Badge of the 
to the hexad of 


the six dimensions of space. Its symbolism is based оп the following 
passage of the Sepher Yetzirah, or Book of Formation: 


He sealed the Height, and turned toward Above, and sealed it 
with 000 


He sealed the Depth, and turned toward Below, and sealed it 
with 000 


He sealed the East, and turned forward, and Sealed it with 
He sealed the West, and turned backward, and sealed it with 
He sealed the North, turned to the right, and sealed it with 
He sealed the South, turned to the left, and sealed it with 


The first trigram, m, Yeho, is attributed to Height in the translations of 
the Sepher Yetzirah_by Westcott, Kalisch, Stenring, and the Countess 
Cimara, as well as in three of the four principal Hebrew versions of the 
Sepher Yetzirah. Yeho is a Hebrew name of God, said by Gesenius to be 
a shorter form of the Tetragrammaton, mm. This name of three letters 
appears as a compound in many Hebrew proper names. We may think of 
it as being either a short form of т, ог as being a longer form of m, Jah, 
the special designation of God in The Book of Formation. 


Section 1 of the first chapter of that book says Jah is high, elevated, and 
dwelling on high. Compare these statements with the Qabalistic 
attribution of Jah to Chokmah, the Sphere of the Zodiac, or “Highway of 
the Stars.” Consequently, it is appropriate to attribute m, Yeho, to the 
Height where God abides. 


No published text of the Sepher Yetzirah assigns the trigram m to Depth, 
but it will be seen that the order of its letters is the reverse of that in m. 
This practice of reversing the letters of a word, to indicate an opposite 
meaning, is characteristic of the Qabalah. Since Depth is the opposite to 
Height, it is evident that the oral teaching on which this instruction is 
based is correct when it assigns to Depth the trigram m. 


In the Mantua Codex of the Sepher Yetzirah, one of the oldest, and in 
Stenring’s translation, the trigram m is assigned, as above, to the 
direction East. Mizrach (пп), East, is properly “the place of sunrise.” 
The noun is derived from a verb which signifies “to rise, to break forth,” 
and is thus definitely connected with the ideas of source or origin. To it, 
therefore, is assigned the trigram m, which is the infinitive absolute of 
the Hebrew verb meaning “to be.” This trigram denotes simple “being,” 
the source of all modes of manifestation. 
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The fourth trigram, ш, is assigned to the direction West. Note that it is 
the reverse of the trigram attributed to the East. Furthermore, because 
it is a verbal construction expressing futurity, “shall be,” ш corresponds 
logically to West, for West, as the place of sunset, represents the 
completion of a time-cycle; and since we are at present in the midst of an 
uncompleted “day of manifestation,” the end of this cycle is yet in the 
future, and is “what shall be.” In confirmation of this, we may note that 
the noun ШІП, Ma’arab, also means “evening.” 


The trigram Ш is assigned to the North, because North is the direction 
corresponding to the hidden forces which are the powers employed in 
practical occultism. In this connection, note that North (in Section 9 of 
this lecture) is attributed to Hod, the Sphere of Mercury, and that 
Mercury or Hermes is the god of magic. In Hebrew, the basic meaning 
of Tzaphon (1000), North, is “the hidden region.” Тһе direction of the 
hidden forces is an expression of conscious intention. This is expressed 
by the trigram ш, the imperative, “Be thou.” 


The sixth trigram, ш, is the reverse of 0, and is attributed to the South 
in the translations and versions of Loria, Saadya Gaon and Kalisch. It 
expresses the reverse of what is represented by ш, because the direction 
South, as the place of the sun’s greatest meridian height, corresponds to 
the state of full enlightenment, in which there is neither need for, nor 
exercise of, the imperative mood. The Hebrew name for South, wu, 
Darom, confirms this, being derived from a root which signifies “to 
glance, to sparkle, to radiate.” 


13.The Calvary Cross of Ten Squares refers to the ten Sephiroth in 
balanced disposition. It is also the opened-out form of the Double Cube, 
and of the Altar of incense: 
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14. The following diagram refers to the Trinity operating through the 
Sephiroth, and reflected downward in the four triangles of the elements: 
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Root of 


The Trinity on the Tree of Life 


Kether is the Root of Air, which element is reflected downward from 
Kether to Yesod, through Tiphareth. 


Chokmah is the Root of Fire, which element is reflected from 
Chokmah, through Geburah, to Netzach. 


Binah is the Root of Water, which element is reflected from Binah, 
through Chesed, to Hod. 


Malkuth, the tenth Sephirah, is Earth, the receptacle and synthesis of 
Air, Fire and Water. 
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END OF THE AZOTH LECTURE 
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Examination: 4 = 7 to PORTAL 


Answer the following questions orally: 


i 


2. 


6. 


7, 


То what element is the twenty-ninth path attributed? 


What Sephiroth does it join? 


. What is the Admission Badge of this path? 
. To what element is the twenty-eighth path attributed? 


. What Sephiroth does it join? 


What is the Admission Badge of the twenty-eighth path? 


To what element, and to what planet, is the twenty-seventh path 


attributed? 


8. 


9. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


What Sephiroth does it join? 
What is the Admission Badge of this path? 

To what element is the Grade of Philosophus attributed? 

Of what planet is this Grade the Sphere? 

What is the Admission Badge of this Grade? 

What 15 the Grand Word of 4 = 72 What the Mystic number? 
What the password? Give the Mystic Title, and its meaning. What is 
the symbol of this Grade? What title of respect is attached to this 
Grade? What further symbol belongs to it? 


Perform, to the satisfaction of the examining Chief, the Ritual of 
the Flaming Cube. 


Answer the following questions in writing: 


1. 
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The Grades from Zelator to Philosophus inclusive correspond to four 
fields of human endeavor, each having its specific type of work, in 
which the advancing Initiate should endeavor to make himself as 
proficient as possible. Sufficient indications of this have been given in 
the Rituals and Lectures. State, as briefly as is consistent with clarity, 
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what your understanding of these fields of endeavor, and of the work 
appropriate to each, may be. 


. Several types of Crosses are used in the First Order. Name them, 


with the Grades and paths to which they are attributed, and give your 
explanation of: (1) Why the general symbol of the Cross is employed; 
(2) the relation of each Cross to the type of personal endeavor toward 
spiritual unfoldment which characterizes the paths in which those 
Crosses are symbols. 


. Now that you have attained to the highest Grade of the First Order, 


what is your conception of the proper relation of an Initiate: (1) to the 
Life-power; (2) to the Order and its members; (3) to humanity, in 
general. 


. Explain the way the Trinity of Elements manifest on the Tree of Life. 


. Give three examples of meditations performed on the Chaldean 


Oracles. 
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